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The United States

Board on Geographi Names Brochure explaining

origins and functions

An Introduction to Of BGN and its
the US BGN

relationship to the
United States
Geological Survey.

PROVIDING OFFICIAL GEOGRAPHIC
NOMENCLATURE FOR OVER 100
YEARS



Domestic Names

The origins of the US BGN can be traced to the
surge of exploration, settlement, and economic
exploitation of the American West after the Civil
War. Contradictions and inconsistencies con-
cerning names of geographic features were a
serious problem for surveyors, mapmakers,
government officials, and scientists who re-
quired uniform and unambiguous geographic
nomenclature. In 1890 President Benjamin
Harrison created the Board and gave it the au-
thority to resolve unsettled geographic names
questions.



The End —
Just Kidding!



The BGN has its intellectual roots in the
earliest map-making efforts. As
societies became more complex, the
necessity to name and define
geographic entities assumed
increasingly greater importance. These
names were incorporated in maps,
charts, gazetteers, peripli (portolani,
routiers, rutters, coast pilots, etc.),
census listings, and related documents.
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The Tabula Peutingeriana — dates to Emperor Augustus. 555 cities, 3500 place names.
Approximately 15 B.C.E. produced under direction of Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa.
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Listing of place names and geographic coordinates produced by Claudius Ptolemy

AD 150. Approximately 8000 place names with latitude/longitude coordinates
were recorded.
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Domesday Book - 1086. Over 13,000 place names ordered by
county and then hierarchy of ownership. Primarily for taxation.



The Cassini map-1815 completion. 62,000 place names.
First national map based on geodetic principles.



Noah Webster, the first great American Orthographer.
1802 (?) American Spelling Book




Webster’s
spelling and
pronunciation of
selected place
names in the
United States.




November 7, 1805 — “Ocian in view!
O! the joy.” “Great joy In camp we
are in view of the Ocian, this great
Pacific Octean which we been So
long anxious to See.” William
Clark.
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IN THE

UNITED STATES,

WITH THE
NAMES OF THE POST-MASTERS,

OF THE

COUNTIES AND STATES, TO WHICH THEY BELONG; THE
DISTANCES FROM THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, AND
THE SEATS OF STATE GOVERNMENTS,
RESPECTIVELY;

Exhibiting the State of Post-Offices, on the 1st of June, 1828,

BY DIRECTION OF THE

POST-MASTIR GENERAL.,

@ aghington :
WAY & GIDEON, PRINTERS,

Dist. from

Offfice. County. State Postmasters. “Wash.| State

ington.| Cap.
Shelburn Frankhin Ms | Walter Wells 405 | 100
Shelby Genesee NY | Andrew A, Ellicott 406 | 246
Shelby Macomb Mic T| William Smith 569 38
Shelby Basin Orleans N Y | Christian Groff, jr. 410 |- 266
Shelbyville Shelby Al Jack ‘Shackleford 820 56
Shelbyville ("c. &) | Bedford Te |'Thomas Davis 705 50
Shelbyville ("¢, &) | Shelby K Robert Brenham 562 24
Shelbyville (“c. ._) | Shelby In William O, Little 569 25
Shelbyville (. k) | Shelby i Joseph Oliver 799 35
Sheldon Franklin vt Joshua W. Sheldon 532 62
Sheldon Genesee NY |Fitch Chipman 385 | 264
Shepherdstown Cumberland | Pa David Sheffer 108 4
Shepherdstown Jefferson Va [John T. Cookers 741 191
Shepherdsville (e. 4.) | Bullet K Abraham Field 607 69
Sherburne Rutland vVt Cephas Wood 466 67
Sherburne Middlesex Ms | Calvin Sanger 418 18
Sherburne Chenango NY |Silvester P. Scoville 352 | 102
Sherburne Reaufort S C | David Fitts 647 | 158
Sherburne Mills Fleming K John Andrews 450 82
Bheridan Chautaugue {NY | Titus Roberts 385 | 370
Sherman Fairfield Ct I1saae Sherwood 319 57
Sherman Huron 0 Rufus S, Price 408 99
Sherrard’s Store Hampshire Va A. D. Alexander 98 | 184
Sherril’s Ford Lincoln N C | Michael Sherrill 4151 160
Sherwood’s Corner | Cayuga NY |Allen Thomas 389 | 164
Sheshequin Bradford Pa Joseph Kingsbury 2921 182
Shieldsboro ("¢. k. ) | Hlancock Mi | John B. Joulme 1189 | 168
Shiloah Camden N C | Peter Elliott 282 | 234
Shiner’s Mills Lycoming Pa- | Andrew Shiner 234 | 124
Shingle Creek St. Lawrence | NY | James Bailey 487 | 189
Shivnston Harrison Va Asa J. Shinn 235 | 251
Shippen M¢Kean Pa Elisha Chadwick 285 | 185
Shippensburgh Cuamberland | P’a David M‘Clure 104 38
Shippensville Venango Pa Richard Shippen 295 | 195
Shippingport Jefferson K Nicholas Berthoud 593 55

Bhirley Middlesex Ms Thomas Whitney 474 3
Shirleysburgh Huntingdon | Pa James M‘Donald 159 82
Shivers’ Mills Warren Ga | James Shivers 629 34
Shoals of Ogechee | Hancock Ga Thomas i heely 638 38
Shober’s Mills Jefferson . {0 John Shober 5 132
Shoreham Addison vt Moses Seymour 457 | 85
Short Mountain Crawford Ar T | Gilbert Marshall 1146 35
Short Pump Henrico Va R, H. Saunders 114 9
Short Tract Alleghany NY |Elias Siith 345 | 275
Shown’s Cruss Roads | Centre Te Greene Moore 443 276
Shrewsbury Rutland vt Stephen Gleason 451 81
Shrewsbury Worcester Ms Calvin R. Stone 407 38
Shrewsbury Monmouth NJ |Benjamin White 202 35
Shrewsbury York Pa Philip Folckemnmer 70 40
Shrewsbury Kenhawa Va | William Shrewsbury 338 | 20T
Shutsbury Franklin Ms | Joseph Smallidge, jr. | 392 ik
Sibylsville Frederick Md | Wilham M. Flautt 3 56
Sidney Kennebeck | Me | {‘rosby Barton 621 68
Sidney - Delaware NY |George Thatcher 343 | 104
Sidney Shelby 0 James Wells 481 82
mdney Plains Delaware NY |Nathan Edgerton 347 | 101
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TABLE OF TIHE
POST-CTTICE ESTABLISHNMENT,

rroM 1789 1o 1827, INCLUSIVE

; Compen-
No. of l‘."m"“nt satio?) Lo | Inciden- {Transpor-|Nett Reve. | Extent in
Years.| Post |°f POStage. post mas-| tal ex- |tation of nue, Miles of
Offices ters. |penses. [the Mail, Post-roads.
Dollars, | Dollars. | Dollars, | Dollars, | Dollars.

1789 75

1790 75 37,935 8,198 1,861 22,081 5,795 1,875
1791 8Y 446,294 10,312 30921 23,293 9,597 1,905
1792 195 67,444 16,518 5,282 32,731 12,913 5,642
1793 | 209 | 104747 | 21,646 | 5,660| 44,734 | 39707 5,642
1794 450 128,947 27,156 9,812 53,005 38,974 11,984
1795 | 453 160,620 30,272 | 12,262{ 75,359 42,727 13,207
1796 468 195,067 | 55,730 14,353 | 81,489 63,495 13,207
1797 554 | 213,998 47,109 | 13,625] 89,382 63,884 16,180
1798 | 639 | 232977 | 56,035 16,0351107,014 | 53,893 16,180
1799 677 264,846 63,958 | 14,605 | 109,475 76,808 16,180
1800 | 903 | 280,804 | 69,243 | 16,107 | 128,644 | 66,810. | 20,817
1801 | 1025 320,443 79,338 23,363 | 152,450 65,292 22,309
1802 | 1114 527,045 85,587 21,658 | 174,671 45,129 25315
1803 | 1258 351,823 93,170 24,084 | 205,110 29,459 25315
1804 | 1405 | 389,450 | 107,716 | 24,231 1205555 | 51,948 | 29,556
1805 | 1558 | 421,573 [111,552 | 26,180 {239,635 | 44,006 31,078
1806 | 1710 | 446,106 | 119,785 | 25,895 | 267,893 32,533 33,431
1807 | 1848 | 478,763 | 129,041 32,093 | 292,751 24,878 33,755
1808 | 1944 460,564 | 128,653 28,676 | 305,499 — 34,035
1809 | 2012 | 506,634 {141,579 | 23,5161332.917 | 8,622 | 34,035
1810 | 2300 551,684 | 149,438 | 18,365 | 327,966 55,715 36,406
1811 | 2403 587,347 {159,244 | 20,689 | 319,166 88,148 36,406
1812 | 2610 649,208 | 177,422 22,117 | 340,626 | 109,043 39,378
1813 703,155 | 221,848 ) 20,605 | 438,559 22,143 39,540
1814 730,570 |234,354 | 17,170 | 475,602 3,244 41,736
1815 | 3000 | 1,043,065 |241,901 | 18,441]487,779 | 294,944 | 43,748
1816 | 3260 961,782 [265,944 | 16,508 ] 421,970 | 157,360 48,675
1817 | 3459 | 1,002,973 |303916 | 23416589180 | 86,458 | 52,069
1818 | 3618 | 1,150,235 | 346,429 | 24,792 | 664,611 94,403 59,473
1819 [ 4000 | 1,204,737 |375,828 | 24.152|717,881 | 86,876 | 67.586
1820 | 4500 | 1,111,997 | 352,295 26,206 | 782,425 L 72,492
1821 | 4650 | 1,059,087 | 337,599 | 31,003 | 815,681 —_— 78,808
1892 | 4790 | 1,117,490 |{355200 | 93,655 |788,618 | —— 82,763
1823 | 5043 | 1,130,115 } 360,462 | 29,069 | 767,464 —_— 84,860
1824 | 5182 11,197,758 | 383,804 35,276 | 768,939 9,739 84,860
1825 | 5677 {1,306,525 |411,183 | 32,214 (785646 | 77,482 94,052
1896 | 6150 |1,447,703 |447,727 | 83,885 885,100 | 80,991 | 94,052
1827 | 7003 | 1,524,633 {486,411 | 40,203 | 943,345 | 55,574 | 105,336

JOHN MLEAN

Post-Orrice DEPARTMENT,
1s¢ June, 1828,

Post-Master General

§

Post Offices grew from 75 in
1789 to 7,003 by 1827.
Thence 18,417 by 1850 and
62,401 by 1890. Besides
naming new post offices,
many were either stricken
from the listing over time, or
renamed. The Post Office
kept track of all these
changes through time.
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Ferdinand Rudolph
Hassler, first
Superintendent of
the United States
Coast Survey. The
Coast Survey was
among the earliest
mapping agencies
concerned with
orthography.




“He was quaint in his language, particularly in his
orthography, cautioning his assistants always to inquire
closely into the derivation and spelling of the names of
localities in our surveys. He would never accept the
spelling of ‘Neversink’, one of the prominent points near
Sandy Hook, but insisted upon ‘Navesink’ as the correct
orthography; and upon every name put down by us on
the charts he would make his comments.”

RADM Benjamin Sands, 1899. From Reefer to Rear-Admiral. Pp. 90-91.
Commenting upon Ferdinand Rudolph Hassler (1770-1843), First
Superintendent of the United States Coast Survey.




Kawezink l.ilg]'_ts

“Neversunk” “Neversink” - “Navesink” and so it is today.



Alexander Dallas Bache, great-
grandson of Benjamin Franklin,
Second Superintendent of the
Coast Survey (1806-1867).
Issued instructions concerning
correct orthography of place
names. Also, commissioned
first study of Native-American
place names.
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List of Bays, Harbors, and Anchorages in U.S. waters as of 1856 compiled under
direction of Bache. Note signature: A. P. Hill, a future Confederate General.



“The transliteration of Indian names has
everywhere been a fruitful source of
differences in spelling, inasmuch as no
two persons understand alike or render
into the same English characters the
obscure sounds of Indian names.”

Second Report of BGN.



The Reverend Edward Ballard

“l have the honor to present to
you the following attempt at an
examination of the geographical
nomenclature of the coast of
Maine, for the purpose of
furnishing a list of the names of
Indian origin, with their proper
orthography, as far as it now can
be ascertained, and their
interpretation....”

Reverend Edward Ballard, 1868 Annual
Report of the Superintendent of the
Coast Survey, Appendix No. 14.
Geographical Names on the Coast of
Maine.



IR RETD ST ATES COAST SRV E Y.
BENJAMIN PEIRCE, Superintendent.
4

PACIFIC COAST.

v. -. unAST::;\':«:Y. COAST PILOT OF ALASI\A,

e s -

JLOT OF (BTRST PART,)

A S K A,
= SOUTHERN BOUNDARY TO COOK’S INLET.

PART FIRST.

BY

e - =3

GEORGE DAVIDSON,

ASSISTANT COABT SBURVEY.

</ 1869.
< = e
(°

‘:M(

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
1869.
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248

C.

Capes : Page.
Ommaney ...... ... . . 100
Ommancy to Cape Edgecumbe e
Phipps. . 13
Thipps to Cape Suckling 140
Puge 169
Red 114
Riou . 141

agi 141
Spencer 126
St. Felix . 04
Suekling . T
Tchasene 9
‘Turner. 139

Carter Bay. 14

Cenotaph Tsla 133

Chalmers Bay 163

8 Harbor 163

17
100
8
107

Chiswell Islands . 171

Cholmondeley Sonnd 70

Chugach Island: T4

Chugachik Bay 184

Clarence Sound ......... = kg T

Clarence Sound, northwest entrance 96

Climate of the Alentian Islands . Ed

Climate of Kadiak..... 2

Climate of Sitka... 21

Climate of Stikine Ri 86

Coal Bay.. 183

Coal mines, 2 6

Coal Point 185

t elimate of Alaska ........
st of the ocean northward of Cape Spence
Controller’s ¥
Cool
Copper or Atna River .
Cordova Bay
Cormorant Rock
Coronation Island .

Cross Sound or Tey Strait. .
Currents of the North Pas

Davidson Glacier.
Day's Harbor
Detailed description of capes, bays, harbors, islands,
of Alexander Archipel:
Devil's Bank.

Discovery Passage. ... ? 8
Distance of Sitka from San Francisco, the direet

ompared with interior navigation. 5-8

ound. . 7

ound, str nd capes on . kL

Doubtful rock, a ... 145

Dry Bay and Alsekh R ST

stern Roek . 132

East Foreland - . 187

" 140

I L 154

Etolin Harbor : 81

Btolin Islands . =1

ex with listing of hundreds of place names in Southeast Alaska

INDEX.

F.

Page.

124
157
Fisheries. ... a0
Fitzhugh Sound .. 10
Forrester Tsland . 2
Fort Simpson . 18

Frederick Strait, its
passages . 108
cate Bay i 1)
. 38

G.

Garden Cove Sesal . 156
General appearance of the coast of Alaska FAEE

Genoral descriptions:
Coast of Alaska
Harbors through the
Stikine River .

n, Taku ¥

Goulding Harbor. ;
Graham or English Harbor.

pelago - -

routo from 67

163

16

Grey's Tnlet . ... 15
Grindall Island. k)
Gunboat Passage 12

Hakai Channel. ...
Hamilten Harbo
Hanning Bay .

Hill Tsland. ...
Hinehinbrook T
Hogan Tsland
Holkham Bay
Hood's B4
Iorne Bay

ey Bay .
Cape.. R
Tey Strait or Cross Sound.
Icy Strait, Tslands in
Tlina Harbor
Tphigenia Bay
Tslands :

Adr

alty
ander.

Archipelago of the.

Cape or St. T
Cenataph .
Chiswell
Chugach
Coronation ..
Etolin .

Green .

163

INDEX.

Page.
)
a0
127
133
127
130
144
139
167
119
3 ol
e T
. 107,108
il
172
124
i
191
a1

Tslands:
Grindall ..

5 ¢ 11 LR
Hinchinbrook ..

&

J.
of meteorological observations at Tlion-
Unalaska ...

Khaz Bay.
Klokatehef or Salisbur,
Knight's Island ...

. 143

b
167
120

Reef
Passage -
Latouche or Foot 1
Light at
i berg Bay .
n's Head

)

Moira Sound .

Mount Crillon ...
Mount Fairweather
Mount St. Elias .
Mount Wrangell .
Mud Bay....

Namu Harbor. .

North Cape aees
North Passage Roek -
Nuka Bay .

Observations for direction of wind at Tiouliouk
Unalaska i

Ocean coast northward of Cape Spen

Ogden Channel. . =

Otchek or Middleton Island

Otmeloi or Shoal's Point

Otter Sonnd .

Pamplona Rocks
Pavloff Harbor
Strait.
Pestehani or Farewell 1
Points
FAmohiorpseu im e ot et
An
Arden.

Countess.
Couverden
Davidson

Maskelyne
Mesurier

7

148
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STATION. COUNTY AND STATE. NAME OF ROAD. Populatios.
L’Anguille,...... ...St. Francis, Ark.... Memphis & Little Rock. .......ccocvenenonan
FLYARSE oo i s Houghton, Mich....| Marquette, Houghton & Onton. ¢
L'Anse 4 Giles ... .. L' Islet, Qnebec ..... Grant Frun e o r, o s ettt RS
+Labadie............ Franklin, Mo. . . Missoui Pacific § .........
+La Belleo. ... thewis, Mo.. ... Quincy, Missour1 & Pacific.
+Labette . . Kantaiaratb abktte Kanh .o Missouri, Kansas & Texas O
Labran.. ..... i Fremont1 Colorado.. Denver & Rio Grande & .
sLabuda. .. ..o.oooaun Adams, Al .. cees Toledo, Wabash & Western R o
+Lacadie.............;St. John's, Quebec.. Grand TR ey it 1 S
Lacesco ... ..... i3 “festmureland Pa.. Allegheny Va.]ley ........ s e 8
Laceyvalle, ... ... Wyoming, Pa.. |LehighValley & Hune oo nena T o
+i.ackawanna. . . Luzerne, Pa. . Delaware, Lack. & ‘\Ve%tem 5 ..............
+Lackawaxen,.... Pike, Pa. . e Erie o &.. Sea I 500
Lack. and Bloom. Jn Ll_zerne Pa.o.. ... Lehigh Valley 5 .......
+LaClede.......... Fayette, h e Ill]lanmis. Centr;‘g g ; 125
& . urlington outh-western 2 . 70O
++La Clede........ o A‘Llrm, Mol n. - % Hannibal & St. JOSEPh. . .. .. ovnnoeonoss 7 3
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Thomas C. Mendenhall LCDR Richardson Clover,

These two men met in the first week of 1890 to discuss problems
with Alaska place names. Mendenhall expanded the concept to
include all government agencies concerned with nation-wide
orthography. Mendenhall wrote to other agencies suggesting
formation of a board to discuss names issues.



Mendenhall and the informal
board brought the names issue to
the attention of President
Harrison. He concurred and
issued an Executive Order dated
September 4, 1890, that stated:

“As it is desirable that uniform usage in regard to
geographic nomenclature and orthography obtain
throughout the Executive Departments of the Government,
and particularly upon the maps and charts issued by the
various Departments and Bureaus, | hereby constitute a
Board on Geographic Names....”



Thomas Corwin
Mendenhall,
USC&GS. First
Chairman of the
BGN

Herbert Gouverneur Ogden,  Henry Gannett, Chief LCDR Richardson Clover,
USC&GS, VP National Geographer, USGS, Hydrographer of the Navy
Geographic Society for Secretary NGS And Secretary of the Board
Geography of the Land



Otis T. Mason Captain H. L. Howison  Andrew H. Allen
Smithsonian Lighthouse Board State Department
Ethnologist

Marcus Baker, USGS Pierson Bristow, Maj. Thomas Turtle
And Manager NGS Post Office US Army Cof E



“After the American Civil War there was a surge of
mapping and scientific reporting associated with the
exploration, mining, and settlement of the western
territories. Inconsistencies and contradictions among
the many names, their spellings, and applications....

Domestic Geographic Names: Principles, Policies, and
Procedures. 1987, online 2003. This quote was paraphrased in
BGN brochure.




To ascertain whether the BGN was formed in
response to the “surge of exploration, settlement,
and economic exploitation of the American West”
after the Civil War, an analysis of both Bulletin 1 of
the BGN and the first ten years of names decisions of
the Board was made. It would seem that if the above
statement is correct, decisions concerning western
states place names, particularly those of the
intermontane west, should dominate the early
activities of the BGN. Alaska also, perhaps because of
the initial meeting between Mendenhall and Clover,
has also been invoked as a prime mover for the
formation of the BGN.



Decisions of BGN Bulletin No. 1, December 31, 1890

ALASKA (155)

Maine (15) California(4) New York (3) Massachusetts (2)

Washington (2) Colorado (1) Oregon (1) Connecticut (1)
North Carolina (1) Florida(1) District of Columbia (1) Maryland (1)

Arizona + New Mexico + Utah + Nevada + Idaho +
Montana + Wyoming = 0



SECOND REPORT

e Uiren Srares Bosro o Grocrapmc NAVES,

UNITED STATES
RD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMEN

TRCOND REPORT 1890-18909.

SEECOND EDITION.

WASHINGTON:
ERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE,

Second Report of BGN 1890-1899.



Generic Terms by Type
Civil Terms 2132
Nautical Terms 1496

Terrestrial Physiographic Terms 172



Post Office (1045)

Township (436) Island (358) RR Station (330)
Points (231) Cities (194) Mountains (165) Towns (140)

Bays (127) Post Lights (108) Landings (106)

Generic Features with over 100 occurences in 2"9 Report .
There are over forty additional generic terms found in the
first 10 years of decisions, most of which are nautical in
nature.



Regional Decisions
by BGN 1890-1899.

Decisions east of Mississippi River 2319
Decisions west of Mississippi River 1297

Foreign 503



258
228
178
167
163
148
141

New York
Alaska
Massachusetts
Pennsylvania
Maryland
California

New Jersey

Highest number of names decisions per state in
first ten years of BGN activity. 1283 total.



131 Virginia 79 N. Carolina

125 Washington 78 Florida

122 Tennessee 77 Georgia

106 Minnesota 76 Michigan

106 Ohio 74 W. Virginia

104 Maine 67 lowa

103 Kansas 66 Connecticut
91 lllinois 62 Louisiana
85 Missouri 61 Alabama
81 Indiana 60 Nebraska

Middle third of data as per Cartogram algorithm.
1754 name decisions.



55
47
46
46
A5
39
39
31
29
27
24
22

Wisconsin
Colorado
Oregon

South Carolina

Kentucky
Montana
Mississippi
Texas
Arkansas

Indian Terr./OK

Delaware
South Dakota

18
17
16
15
10
10

W hH NOO O

NH

Utah

Rhode Island
Vermont

N. Dakota
Wyoming
Idaho
Arizona
Dist. of Col.
Nevada
Hawaii

New Mexico

Bottom 24 states and territories have 593 decisions.



Yoy

>

Cumulative blue states are top 1/3 of nhames decisions; white represents
middle 1/3 of names decisions; and red bottom 1/3



Cartogram of number of names per state. Relative
size a function of area and number of names.



Washington, D.C
Massachusetts
New Jersey
Rhode Island
Maryland
Connecticut
Delaware

New York
Pennsylvania
Virginia

114.3
17.0
16.2
13.3
13.1
12.0

9.6
4.7
3.6
3.1

10 highest intensity states

Montana
South Dakota
Utah
Wyoming
Texas

North Dakota
Nevada
Idaho
Arizona

New Mexico

0.3
0.3
0.2
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.02

10 lowest intensity states

Names Decisions per 1,000 square miles per state — a
measure of BGN decision intensity.



Names decisions per 1,000 square miles per state — Measure of
BGN decision intensity



.
T

»

Cartogram of BGN name decision intensity. Name
decisions per thousand square miles per state.



George Davidson,
1869 Coast Pilot

William Healy Dall
Pacific Coast Pilot:
Coast and Islands of
Alaska 1879

Marcus Baker: Dall’s
assistant and 1890-93 BGN

Herbert Gouverneur
Ogden 1890-1893 BGN




Alaska and the BGN

Two or three hundred Alaska names presented to board early on for
consideration. First Bulletin of BGN reported 155 Alaska decisions and
241 names superceded. The majority of which were coastal.
Magnitude of Alaska names decisions issues became apparent so
Board appointed Marcus Baker of USGS and Herbert Gouverneur
Ogden of C&GS as a committee to research Alaska names. By 1893
Ogden had compiled 2400 names in Southeast Alaska, Baker 1900
names for the rest of Alaska.

Work stopped for eight years.
Thence first great territorial compilation of names was published by

the BGN. A year later the Alaska compilation was published by the
USGS.



Esp—Gra. 30

SPECIAL REPORT

Garza, isl
Gasacan,
Gasan, pu

OF THE

INITED STATES BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

RELATING TO

THE GEOGRAPHIC NAMES IN THE
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

WASBHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE,

la Pampanga, i
May, 1901,

Produced by Naval Hydrographic Office, published by BGN.



TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

ATLAS OF THE PHILIPPINE [ISLANDS.

Based on atlas produced by Coast and Geodetic Survey in turn based
on work of Father Jose Algue, S. J., of the Manila Observatory.



UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

GEOGRAPHIC DICTIONARY OF ALASKA

MARCUS BAKER

WASHINGTON

3112
19092

Marcus Baker’s Geographic
Dictionary of Alaska,
published by USGS in 1902.
How does this compare to
USGS efforts concerning
place names during the
formative years of the BGN?



Henry Gannett, Chief Geographer of the USGS, published
the following Geographic Dictionaries between 1894 and
1906:

Massachusetts 1894
New Jersey 1894
Rhode Island 1894
Connecticut 1894
Kansas 1898

Utah 1900 Puerto Rico 1901
Texas 1902 Cuba 1904
Virginia 1904 West Virginia 1904
Maryland 1904 Delaware 1904

Oklahoma 1905 Colorado 1906



My conclusions based on an analysis of the
work accomplished in the BGN early years:

1)Numerous governmental organizations had been
wrestling with problems of orthography for
many years prior to formation of the BGN.

2) Although the Alaska meeting of Mendenhall
and Clover was the catalyst for the formation of
the BGN, they recognized that it (a BGN) was an
idea whose time had been a long time coming.



3) As opposed to names issues with frontier areas,
both the BGN and its member organizations,
including the USGS, were more concerned with
the highly developed, more heavily populated
eastern states.

4) Needs of communication, transportation, and
commerce followed by diplomacy, defense, and
exploration were the driving forces dictating the
formation and work of the BGN



SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

In 1816, Ferdinand Hassler, founder and first superintendent of
the United States Coast Survey, wrote: “The duty of every man is
to be honest and to do good.”

The United States Board on Geographic Names embodies that
spirit and concept. Its work is one of the invisible underpinnings
of our civilization and society . Its work has truly done “good”, in
the best sense of the word, for our Nation and citizens.



THE END

THANK YOU!

albert.e.theberge.jr@noaa.gov E *

e =
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