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GeoNames Softcopy Keyboard 

The keyboard was created to provide easy access to Romanized Unicode special characters and 
letter/diacritic combinations, and to maintain a uniform input of said characters when adding or editing 
entries in the Geographic Names Database (GNDB).  The GNDB is the base for populating the GEOnet 
Names Server (GNS) dissemination database instance, made available to consumers of geographic 
names data and services. 

Provided files: 

The following files are provided and should reside together in the same folder for the keyboard to 
operate properly: 

RegionalKB.exe the keyboard executable 
RegionalKeyboard.accdb the main database file containing the character mapping 
RegionalKeyboardEnv.accdb the environment file that directs the keyboard executable to access the 

database file 

Minimum system requirements: 

 Any processor.

 Enough system memory to run the operating system at a comfortable pace.

 Microsoft Windows operating system is required for this release of the keyboard.
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 Microsoft.NET Framework v3.5 is required for this release of the keyboard.
o Comes standard with Microsoft Windows 7, but not with earlier releases of Microsoft

Windows.
o Assuming the path of the installed Microsoft Windows is "C:\windows", the

Microsoft.NET full path would be "C:\windows\Microsoft.NET\Framework\v3.5".

 Microsoft Access 2003 with the compatibility pack, Microsoft Access 2007, or Microsoft Access
2010, is required for this release of the keyboard.  If you don't have Microsoft Access installed,
you can download Microsoft Access 2007 or 2010 Runtime from Microsoft's web site -
http://www.microsoft.com.

Anatomy of the keyboard: 

1 Menu bar 
2 Language family region selection bar 
3 Mapped keys 
4 Unicode value of select key 
5 Enlarged view of selected key 
6 Minimize button 
7 Close button (you can also close the keyboard by selecting "File > Exit") 
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Screen Shots 

 

Americas/Western Europe Language Families - WEU (R1) 
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Eastern Europe Language Families - EEU (R2) 
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Africa/Middle East Language Families - AME (R3) 
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Russia/Central Asia Language Families - CEA (R4) 
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Asia/Pacific Language Families - APC (R5) 
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Vietnam - VTN (R6) 

 

 


