ROMANIZATION SYSTEM FOR RUSSIAN
BGN/PCGN 1947 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Russian was adopted by the BGN in 1944 and by the PCGN in 1947
for use in romanizing names written in the Russian Cyrillic alphabet.

U ET Romanization Russian Romanization

1. Alal| 4] a a 18. | P | p | P | p r
2. B|6 | F | 6 b 19. | C | c | C | c S
3. B| B | B | s Vv 20| T | T T | m t
4. r r| I | e g 2. 1Y |y | V | » u
5. O\l o | )| o d 2. |0 | d| D | P f
6. E e | E e e,ye' 23. | X | x | X | x kh
7. E|é | E| ¢ e,ye? 24, | U |y | 4|y ts
8. K| x| XK | x zh 25. | M Y Y| u ch
9. 3|3 ]| 3| 3 z 26 | W | w || w sh
100. | N | n | U | u i 27. | W | w | | w shch
M.V w | d| y 28. |l b | v | B | » ”
12. | K K | K | & Kk 29. | bl | bl | Al | ® y
13. | 1 | n | JT | x I 30.] b | b | b | b ’
4. | M| m | M| wu m 1.1 9 | a3 | D] o e
5.\ H | H | H| n n 32. |0 | w0 | O] w yu
16.| O | o | O | o o] 3.1 A | a | A | = ya
7.\ N | n | I | n p
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NOTES
The character e should be romanized ye initially, after the vowel characters a, e, €, u, o, y, bl, 3, 10,
and g, and after i, 5, and b. In all other instances, it should be romanized e.

The character € is not considered a separate character of the Russian alphabet and the dieresis 1s
generally not shown. When the dieresis is shown, the character should be romanized yé€ initially,
after the vowel characters a, e, €, u, 0, y, bl, 3, 10, and s, and after i, b, and . In all other instances,
it should be romanized €. When the dieresis is not shown, the character may still be romanized in
the preceding manner or, alternatively, in accordance with note 1.

Unusual Russian character sequences occurring primarily in non-Russian-language names may be
romanized as shown below in order to provide differentiation from regularly-occurring digraphs
and character sequences.

Russian Romanization

W before @, Y, bl, or 3 y:
bl before a, Y, bl, or 3 A
bl after any vowel character Y
3 after any consonant character except W ‘e
TC ts
LY sh-ch






