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ROMANIZATION OF AVAR
BGN/PCGN 2011 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Avar is designed for use in romanizing names written in
the Avar Cyrillic alphabet. Avar is a consonant-rich north-eastern Caucasian language,
spoken principally in Russia’s republic of Dagestan. It has been written in a modified Cyrillic
script since 1938 and, as other Caucasian languages, features glottalised consonants, and
though these are not marked with a uniform marker in Avar Cyrillic, an apostrophe denotes

the glottalised form of consonants in this romanization table.

Romanization -

Romanization

1. A a A a a 16. Kb Kb Kv Kb q
2. b 0 b 6 b 17. Kb Kb Ko Kb tr
3. B B B 8 w 18. KI kl KI xl k’
4. r r r 2 g 19. J b J 7 |
5. I's I'b Iy 2b gh 20. JIp b JIv k) Ih
6. I's I'b I's 2b h 21. JI al JI al tl
7. I'l rl rr el g 22. M M M M m
8. pi| I I 0 d 23. H H H H n
9. E e E e e, yehoe! 24, 0 0 0 0 0
10. E é E é é 25. IT 1| 1 n p
11. XK K XK e zh 26. P p p )4 r
12. 3 3 3 3 z 217. C c C c S
13. u u u u i 28. T T T m t
14. | it u i y 29. Tl Tl Tl | ml t
15. K K K K k 30. Y y \% y u




Romanization

31.
32. X X X x X 41. 1| jiig i w shsh
33. Xb Xb Xv Xb q 42. b b b b >’
34, Xb Xb Xo Xb kh 43. bl BI bl bl y
35. XI xI X7 x/ h 44, b b b b ’
36. 10 1 i y ts 45. 6] ) 2 9 e
37. Il ul nr yl ts’ 46. 10 10 0 10 yu
38. q q q y ch 47, s ST A yi ya
39. gl gl 4l ul ch’

NOTES

E should be romanized ‘ye’ word-initially, and after a vowel, and ‘e’ elsewhere.

In order to retain reversibility, where two consonant characters appear together
and the resulting romanization is equivalent to a Roman-script digraph occurring

in the system (i.e. gh, zh, tl, sh or ts), a medial dot may be employed between the
Roman-script consonants (e.g. g-h) in order to distinguish these from the Roman-
script digraphs.

3. E, ®, b, bl and b occur only in loanwords, except as they appear in character
combinations addressed elsewhere in the table, and are represented in the same
style as in the BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Russian.

4. An inventory of letter-diacritic combinations, with their Unicode encoding, in
addition to the unmodified letters of the basic Roman script is:

All apostrophes appearing in romanization are U+2019

G (U+0047+0307) g (U+0067+0307)
E (U+00CB) é (U+00EB)

5. The Romanization columns show only lowercase forms but, when romanizing,
uppercase and lowercase Roman letters as appropriate should be used.



